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To successfully master the Skills and Methods standard, you need to: 

 A. Evaluate the reliability and credibility of sources.  

To draw conclusions about history, we need to analyze, organize and evaluate a wealth of information. You should be 

able to identify primary and secondary sources of information, and evaluate the relevance and value of the claims in 

these sources.  

As historians examine the past, they use primary and secondary 

sources to construct historical narratives. Not everything in a 

primary or secondary source can be accepted at face value.  

Sources must be analyzed to determine whether they are reliable 

and credible. One way to check the credibility of a source is to 

see whether it agrees with other credible sources of information.  

If an author has a hidden motive or agenda and/or is not a 

qualified expert on the given topic, a source may not be credible.  

A source could be considered unreliable if it contains: logical fallacies, inconsistent arguments, unstated assumptions, 

arguments that are not adequately supported, inaccurate information, bias and stereotypes, or outdated information 

(for secondary sources).  Reliable sources use accurate facts and adequately support statements.  

 

B. Use data and evidence to support or refute a thesis.  

You should be able to form opinions and determine positions on the issues presented to you. In addition, you must 

identify and utilize evidence to effectively defend your positions.  

To learn about history it is essential to conduct research.  In a research project, you research a theme or topic and 

compile the information in a report that supports an argument that you choose.  A research project you develop or 

present should have a strong thesis statement and provide adequate support for it. Evidence used to support a thesis 

or an argument must be credible and related to the thesis.  Evidence is made up of examples, statistical data, and 

statements from experts. 

Another important aspect of conducting research is learning how to analyze a problem or issue. Most issues in society 

involve some sort of problem. To analyze a problem, you must figure out how its different parts are connected to one 

another and how they make up the whole. In order to analyze an issue or problem you first must state the issue, preferably 

as a question, and then do the following: explain the causes of the problem, describe multiple perspectives on the issue or 

problem, describe existing strategies to address the issue, select the best strategy (solution) for dealing with the issue, and 

explain why it is the best. 

 

 

Log on to www.ohiotestprep.com for video tutorials, 

interactive review games, and practice assessments. 

Module 8 contains Skills and Methods review. 


