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To successfully master the History standard, you need to be able to: 

A. Explain connections between the ideas of the Enlightenment and changes in the relationships between citizens 

and their governments. In the 17th and 18th centuries, some European philosophers began to challenge traditional 

concepts about the natural world and power in government. Enlightenment ideas challenged religious authority and 

the monarchy. These ideas contributed to movements for democratic government including the American Revolution, 

the French Revolution, and Latin American wars for independence. 

B. Explain the social, political and economic effects of industrialization. Effects of industrialization in the 18th and 

19th centuries include modernization of agriculture, increased immigration to the United States, urbanization, the 

growth of the middle class, the development of corporations, laissez-faire economic policies, and the growth of labor 

unions and reform movements.  

C. Analyze the reasons that countries gained control of territory 

through imperialism and the impact on people living in the 

territory that was controlled. In the 19th and 20th centuries, 

European countries competed to gain control of territory in other 

parts of the world. The Industrial Revolution contributed to 

imperialism because industrial powers looked to foreign 

territories as sources of raw materials for their factories and as 

markets for their finished goods.  

D. Connect developments related to World War I with the onset of World War II. The aftermath of World War I 

contributed to World War II. The Treaty of Versailles led Germans to embrace a Nazi ideology based on revenge and 

expansionism. Britain and France preferred a policy of appeasement in dealing with Hitler rather than run the risk of 

going to war. The League of Nations was too weak to stop Nazi and Japanese aggression, partially because of the 

refusal of the United States to join. 

E. Analyze connections between World War II, the Cold War and contemporary conflicts. Two major powers emerged 

following World War II: The United States and its capitalist economy, and the Soviet Union and its communist system. 

Soon after the Cold War began, the two powers aimed to control spheres of influence as protection from each other. 

U.S. foreign policy during the Cold War was based on the policy of containment—stopping the spread of communism. 

The arms race between the U.S. and Soviet Union nearly destroyed the Soviet economy and led to demands for reform. 

F. Identify major historical patterns in the domestic affairs of the United States during the 20th century and explain 

their significance. The 1920s brought dramatic changes to Americans’ lives. African Americans came from the South to 

northern cities seeking better wages. Women also saw their chance to demand more freedoms. Their dress, dance and 

vocations changed what popular American culture defined as a “modern woman.” The stock market crash of 1929 

ushered in a decade in which millions of people suffered through unemployment and poverty. During World War II, the 

nation’s economy shifted to wartime production. Opportunities opened up in factories for African Americans and 

women. Following World War II, the standard of living rose for many, but not all, Americans. After World War II, African 

Americans continued to advance their movement for civil rights in the United States. The civil rights movement of the 

1950s and 1960s resulted in several victories for African Americans. 
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