
Learning Target 4 

c  Explain why the American colonists united to fight for  
independence from Great Britain and to form a new nation. 

 

The American colonies united in 1776 to issue the Declaration of 
Independence. They announced their decision to free themselves from Great 
Britain. They felt two practices of the British were unfair:  

1.   High taxes were put on stamps, paint and tea without say from the 
colonists. Colonists had no representation in the British Parliament.  

2.   The Proclamation of 1763 said the colonists could not settle west of the 
Appalachians.  

The colonists had begun to think of themselves as Americans. They wanted to 
govern themselves. They fought 
the American Revolution to end 
British rule.  

During this same time period, 
Ohio was developing as a 
populated frontier. Fort Laurens 
was the only fort built in Ohio 
during the American Revolution. 
There were no major battles 
were fought in the Ohio Country. 

Americans formed a new 
national government under the 
Articles of Confederation. The 
Articles of Confederation did not 
work well for running a new nation. A constitutional convention was called 
and delegates from 12 states chose to attend and wrote a constitution.  

The Constitution of the United States allowed for changes, or amendments, to 
be made to the Constitution. The first 10 amendments are called the Bill of 
Rights.  

Use a graphic organizer like the one 
above to take notes on the causes and 
effects of the American Revolution.  

   Causes                   Effects 

Event 



Learning Target 5 
 

c  Explain how Ohio progressed from territory to statehood, 
 including the terms of the Northwest Ordinance. 

 

c  Explain how the Northwest Ordinance influenced the  
incorporation of democratic ideals in the states formed from the 
Northwest Territory. 

 
The Northwest Ordinance provided rights to the people such as freedom of 
religion and the right to a trial by jury. Education would be encouraged. 
Indians would be treated in good faith. It also banned slavery in the Northwest 
Territory.	   

In addition, the Northwest Ordinance 
established a three–step plan for 
admitting states from the Northwest 
Territory (like Ohio) to the United 
States. The steps included:  

1.   Congress would appoint a group 
of leaders to govern people in the 
territory.  

2.   With a minimum population, the 
people of a part of the territory 
could elect political leaders to 
govern them. 	 

3.   When the population of the district 
was large enough, it could be 
admitted as a state. 	 

 

Leaders in Ohio wrote Ohio’s first constitution so Ohio could become a state. 
Ohio’s Constitution was modeled after the U.S. Constitution.  

Some land from Northwest Territory was given to Revolutionary War veterans 
as payment for their service.  

 

Use a graphic organizer like the one 
above to take notes on the three-
step plan for becoming a state.   



Module 2. Checking for Understanding 
	  

	  

3.   During the American Revolution, American colonists fought for freedom 
from Great Britain.  
Complete the chart by selecting two causes of the American Revolution.  
Move your answers into the blank boxes in the chart.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.   Identify which events encouraged the colonists to fight against Great 
Britain in the Revolutionary War. 
Click on the three boxes you want to select.  

 
 
 
 
5.   What did the Northwest Ordinance ban in the Northwest Territory? 

A.  slavery 
B.   farming 
C.  Independent political elections 
D.  Settlement by American Indians 

 
 
 



6.   The Northwest Ordinance established a three-step plan for admitting 
states, like Ohio, from the Northwest Territory to the United States.  
Determine the correct order of the steps for admitting states from the 
Northwest Territory to the United States.  
Move the steps into the blank boxes in the chart.  

 

 
	  


